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Zoltán is a Hungarian art historian, teacher and
writer, working as Assistant Professor at the
CFAD at the University of Sharjah. Apart from being
specialised in 18-19th century art and art theory,
OPZV[OLYÄLSKZVMPU[LYLZ[HYLJVU[LTWVYHY`ÄUL
arts and art market trends. Besides his teaching
and research, he also curates exhibitions and is a
consultant of Art Market Budapest – International
contemporary art fair. He is the author of books,
artist catalogues and numerous articles, critiques,
essays and art fair reviews.

Zoltán Somhegyi
Curator

Cornucopia
“Varietas delectat.” The often-quoted antique Latin proverb can be translated as “variety is delighting”
or “diversity is delightful”. It is thus not a new understanding of ours, as already the old Romans knew
]LY`^LSS[OH[]HYPL[`HUKKP]LYZP[`VɈLYHWHY[PJ\SHYHLZ[OL[PJKLSPNO[[OYV\NOL_WLYPLUJPUN[OLWSLU[PM\S
KPɈLYLUJLZVMOPNOX\HSP[`WYVK\J[PVU:PUJL[OLU^LRUV^OV^KPɈLYLU[LSLTLU[ZJHU^VYR^LSS[VNL[OLY
and how they are apt and able to create an inspiring synthesis, in arts, in design, in music and even in
NHZ[YVUVT`VY¶PUV\YWYLZLU[JHZL¶PU[OLMVYTVMHUL_OPIP[PVUVMHY[HUKKLZPNU^VYRZ
;OPZZ[PT\SH[PUN]HYPL[`PZ^OH[^LJHUÄYZ[VMHSSVIZLY]L[OYV\NO[OL^VYRZL_OPIP[LKPU[OPZ-HJ\S[`
ZOV^;OL[P[SLVM[OLL_OPIP[PVU¶*VYU\JVWPH¶HNHPUKLYP]LZMYVT[OL(U[PX\LJ\S[\YL[OL3H[PU[LYT
refers to the mythical horn that was full of attractive goods and that never failed to provide a great
ZLSLJ[PVUVMKLZPYHISLHUKKLSPNO[M\SMY\P[Z0UV\YJHZLOV^L]LYPU[OLL_OPIP[PVU^LJHUZLLMY\P[ZMYVTH
YH[OLYJYLH[P]L*VYU\JVWPH[O\Z[OLKPZWSH`LK^VYRZZOV^[OLMY\P[M\SYLZ\S[ZVM[OLHY[PZ[ZHUKKLZPNULYZ
^VYRPUNPU[OL*VSSLNLVM-PUL(Y[ZHUK+LZPNU;OLZLMHJ\S[`TLTILYZILZPKLZ[OLPYWYPTHY`JVTTP[TLU[
of teaching, mediating knowledge, technical skills, inspiration and aspiration to their students never give
up their other self-engaging vocation either: the need to create their own pieces and pursue their artistic
PUZ[PUJ[ZHUKKLZPNUYLZLHYJO/V^L]LY[OV\NO[OL^VYRZKPɈLYPUTLKP\THWWYVHJOZ[`SLHUKZ[LTMYVT
ZVTL^OH[KP]LYZLWLYZWLJ[P]LZ[OLWYLZLU[ZOV^HUKJH[HSVN\LWYV]PKLZH*VYU\JVWPHVMHLZ[OL[PJHUK
intellectual nourishment.
(Z^LZH^HIV]LH*VYU\JVWPHPZHT`[OPJHSOVYUVMWSLU[`[OH[UV[VUS`JVU[HPUZ]HYPV\ZNVVKZI\[HSZV
THRLZ[OLTIV[O]PZPISLHUKH]HPSHISL:PTPSHYS`[OPZL_OPIP[PVU^OPSLWYV]PKPUNH]PZ\HS¸OHY]LZ[¹MYVT[OL
*VSSLNL»ZWVVSVMJYLH[P]P[`HSZVWYV]PKLVIZLY]LYZ^P[OHMY\P[M\SL_WLYPLUJLHJOHUJL[VWVUKLYOV^^PZL
the Romans were when saying: varietas delectat.
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Asil is a faculty member in the Interior Architecture
and Design Program, University of Sharjah. After
earning her M.A. degree in Interior Design
in 2004, she continued working innovatively in both
teaching and professional design.
Her interest has always been the creation of
Architecture and Interior Design solutions
with an emphasis on the “hands-on experience”.
This particular piece of design depicts an innovative
solution for a temporary exhibition design (Quran
& Universe), the concept is inspired by the space
miracles as mentioned in Quran. The exhibition has
been designed based on the timeline that represents
Z[HNLZVM\UP]LYZLJYLH[PVUYLÅLJ[PUN[OLZWPYP[\HS
nature of the idea.

Asil Al-Baghdadi
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Ayman works as a designer. In his artistic
research, he is focusing on the possibilities of
photography in design, looking for inspiration
and developing visual patterns. After graduation
from the College of Applied Arts in Cairo
he started his academic path in which he
earned his MA and PhD in Applied arts, and
since 2012, he has been an assistant professor
at the College of Fine Arts and Design,
University of Sharjah.

Ayman Fathy
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Dijana was born in the Republic of
Serbia, ex-Yugoslavia, where she graduated
from the Applied Arts Fashion Departments
of the University in Belgrade. Her professional
career extends to more than ten years of
teaching at the Universities in Serbia, while
working as the designer head for leading
Serbian fashion houses, also creating costumes
for theatres, music and TV production. Her
fashion collections were exhibited in Paris,
Milan and Rome, always on the edge between
experiments and trend forecasting but
ÄYTS`KLÄULKHZ^LHYHISLJSV[OLZ:OLPZ
currently working as Assistant Professor
and FDT Program Coordinator at the CFAD,
University of Sharjah.

Dijana Macura
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Iman works as an Assistant Professor at
University of Sharjah, Collage of Fine Arts
& Design department of Interior Design &
Architecture. She graduated from Cairo
University 2001, Architectural Engineering,
then continued her MSc and PhD at the same
University. She started her academic career
in 2008 in the Department of Architectural
Engineering at UAE University, then she moved
to Abu Dhabi University in 2011 as Assistant
Professor in the Architectural and Interior
Design Department. Her research focus is on
Sustainable Design and Eco-n Designs and
Environmentally friendly Designs.

Iman Ibrahim
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Katherina is a Greek-born archaeologist
currently working as Assistant Professor at the
University of Sharjah. She graduated from the
Department of Archaeology and Art History,
University of Athens and completed her Ph.D.
at the Department of Classical Archaeology at
the University of Vienna. Alongside her research
work, focusing on the Aegean prehistoric art of
the East Mediterranean in the 2nd millennium
B.C., she specializes in historical frescography
as an attempt to reconstruct a part of the
fragmentary preserved Minoan frescoes
that were unearthed at the Palace of
Tuthmosis III in Tell el Dab‘a/Ezbet Helmi
(northeastern Nile Delta).

Katherina Aslanidou
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Manar is an Illustrator who is based in
the UAE. He graduated with an MFA in
traditional Illustration from The Academy
of Art, University in San Francisco,
and a BFA in Fine Arts from University of
Sharjah. Manar has exhibited his work in
a number of venues in the United States,
Canada and the UAE and currently works for
the University of Sharjah as an Instructor at the
College of Fine Arts and Design. His illustrative
work covers a wide range of linear and tonal
expressions of shape and space mostly
focusing on the human form.

Manar Laham
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Matthew is a printmaker combining traditional
techniques and digital processes to generate
etchings and lithographs. He combines images
from media sources and fabricated drawings
to develop narratives ranging from historical
events to contemporary issues. Matthew
completed his undergraduate studies at the
University of Windsor in Canada studying
printmaking, papermaking and multi-media
and completed his graduate studies at the
University of South Dakota where he earned his
MFA in printmaking and drawing. Since the year
2000, Matthew has worked and taught at the
American University of Sharjah, East Carolina
University and the University of Sharjah’s
College of Fine Arts and Design.

Matthew James Egan
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Michael creates highly rendered graphite
paintings based on fashion imagery. Using a
range of techniques and modes of construction
OLL_WSVYLZ[OLKLW[OHUKHY[PÄJLVMPSS\ZPVU
Michael received his MFA from the New York
Academy of Art in 2010 where he studied with
Steven Assael, Will Cotton, Jenny Saville, and
Vincent Desiderio. He currently teaches Fine Art
and Foundations at the College of Fine Arts and
Design in the University of Sharjah.

Michael Meadors
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Mohamad is a highly motivated and creative
3D enthusiast who was trained as an architect.
He majored in two multidisciplinary areas:
multimedia and architecture. Mohamad
has a genuine passion for creating 3D visual
content, photography and creative content
development. Active in research activities and
publications, he also enjoys travelling and has
been to 26 countries.

Mohamad Izani
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Nadia is an instructor with 12 years experience
in architectural and interior design departments
and is now working as a lecturer at the College
of Fine Arts and Design at the University of
Sharjah. She obtained a Masters degree in
Sustainable Design Building Environment
(SDBE) from the British University in Dubai
HZZVJPH[LK^P[O*HYKPќ<UP]LYZP[`:OLHSZV
has a background in Architecture Engineering
from Baghdad, Iraq. Her research focuses
on sustainability application in interiors and
architecture design, building performance,
building integration, passive and active design
strategies, modeling and energy saving.

Nadia Al Badri
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Nahed is an Egyptian textile designer employed
as an Assistant Professor at the University of
Sharjah. She earned her PhD in textile print
design from Nottingham Trent University, UK
in 2004 and her BA in textile printing from the
Faculty of Applied Arts, Helwan University,
Egypt in 1986. Since 1986, her artwork,
research and activities have focused on identity
and reviving Nubian visual culture before the
YLSVJH[PVUHUK[OLÅVVKPU[OL PLZPU[OL
ZV\[OVM,N`W[:OL\ZLZKPќLYLU[TLKPH
drawing and printing techniques to create
contemporary textile designs to express
the memory of her lost culture of the
Golden land: Nubia.

Nahed Baba
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Phil, a Welsh realist painter and Associate
Professor, has been teaching univeristy level art
and design in the UAE since 1998. He holds an
MFA in Painting and BFAs in both Painting and
Drawing from The University of Calgary and an
HND in Visual Communications from the North
East Wales Institute of Technology. Phil’s current
works (acrylic on canvas) concentrate on the
form and texture of small organic objects and
draws heavily on the genres of Fantasy Art and
Comic Book Illustration. Exploiting the visual
symptoms of these styles Sheil creates visual
drama and transforms the simple and mundane
into the heroic and iconic.

Phil Sheil
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Polite is interested in creating Fashion
Collections for individuals with a relaxed lifestyle
who want to be beautiful inside out. These
V\[Ä[ZHYLTHKLMYVTJVVSSPNO[^LPNO[MHIYPJZ
^P[OZPTWSLIYHPKLKKLJVYH[PVUZ
;OLTHPUHZWLJ[VM[OLKLZPNUMVJ\ZLZVU
V\[Ä[Z[OH[HYLT\S[PM\UJ[PVUHSLHZ`[V^LHY
HUK[OH[JHTV\ÅHNL[OL^LHRLYWHY[Z
of the body as well as enhancing the good
MLH[\YLZPUVYKLY[VL_WSVYL[OLZ`TW[VTZVM
YLWYLZLU[H[PVUHUK]PZ\HSKYHTH

Polite Mangoro
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Saqib graduated from North Carolina
State University in 2006 as a Textile
& Apparel Technologist and currently
works as a Lecturer at the University of
Sharjah in the Fashion Design Department.
His work is based on the traditional perception
of daughters in the society as a ‘Guria’ (A doll
in the eyes of parents) and is inspired by the
colors of the traditional Sindhi
scarf known as ‘Ajrak’.

Saqib Sohail
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Sarah is a Syrian painter originally from
Damascus, Syria who was raised and is
currently based in Dubai, UAE. She is working
as a Lecturer at the University of Sharjah in
the College of Fine Arts and Design which
she graduated from in 2006 with a BFA in
Painting. She is also a MFA graduate from the
Fine Arts Department of London Metropolitan
<UP]LYZP[`0UOLYÄN\YH[P]LWHPU[PUNZ:HYHO
investigates several aspects of being a woman,
Z[HY[PUNMYVT[OLLќLJ[TLKPHOHZOHKVUOLY
moving forward to complexes in relationships
and where she stands, until she’s currently
ZL[[SLKX\LZ[PVUPUN4V[OLYOVVKMYVTÄYZ[OHUK
experience.

Sarah Ayoub Agha
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Shaikha was born in 1988, received a master’s
degree in Fine Art from Chelsea College of
Fine Art, University of the Arts London and
a Bachelor degree from College of Fine Arts
and Design at the University of Sharjah. She
currently works as a full time Sculpture Lecturer
in the College of Fine Arts and Design at the
University of Sharjah. Shaikha has exhibited
both regionally and internationally including
the 1° International Arezzo Biennial of Art,
Italy; Art Dubai 2013; 14th Asian Art Biennale
2010, Bangladesh; Sharjah Art Museum,
UAE; Museum of Modern Art, Germany 2010.
She has taken part in residency programs at
[OL+LSÄUH-V\UKH[PVUPUJVSSHIVYH[PVU^P[O
Tashkeel, Dubai Culture and Arts Authority,
Bastakiya, Dubai. In 2014, Shaikha was
commissioned by the Arab Fund for Art and
Culture (AFAC) for a public sculpture.

Shaikha Al Mazrou
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Thaier was born in Syria in 1967 and graduated
from the Faculty of Fine Art (Damascus
University) in 1991. He has been recognized by
his distinguished style combining techniques
and concepts of contemporary art as a
SHUN\HNL^P[OLUKSLZZKPќLYLUJLZI`\ZPUN
many mediums and divided sections. Thaier
completed numerous creative workshops
with juniors and children in many local and
international sites. He accomplished a set
of installation artworks in the UAE, Egypt,
Bangladesh and Romania. Thaier has served as
a Faculty member in the CFAD at the UOS
since 1995 with a collector base for his
paintings all over the world.

Thaier Helal
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Tom is a British-born, Sharjah-based artist
currently teaching Fine Art at the University
of Sharjah. He graduated from the Fine Arts
Department of the University of Brighton.
In his abstract works he is investigating the
messages in nursery rhymes working in
collaboration with his children to produce
a series of works. His work examines the
morality within nursery rhymes and how they
correlate with contemporary life and culture.

Tom Baggaley
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Yakup is a Malaysian artist/educator and
currently works as a Visiting Academic in the
University of Sharjah, UAE in the College of
Fine Arts and Design. He holds a Doctorate in
Fine Arts from the University of the West of
England (U.K., 2011) and a Masters of
Fine Arts from the Academy of Art University
(San Francisco, 2004). His interests include
representational artworks particularly in
ÄN\YH[P]LWHPU[PUNHUKKYH^PUNPUYLSH[PVU[V
ethnic cultural studies and visual ethnography.

Yakup Mohd Rafee
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